


What is Domestic Violence?

Domestic violence refers to a pattern of
abusive and violent behaviors that one
person uses to exercise power and control
over another. Types of abuse include:

PHYSICAL ABUSE
e Hitting  Kicking ¢ Choking ¢ Hair pulling
* Biting ¢ Poking ¢ Grabbing ¢ Pushing
Shoving ¢ Burning ¢ Throwing objects

VERBAL ABUSE
* Yelling ¢ Name
calling * Threats to hurt
or kill e Criticizing
appearance
Constant blaming

EMOTIONAL ABUSE
e Isolation from others
e Ridicule ¢ Criticism

e Ignoring partner
e Abuse of pets
e Limits conversations
¢ Demanding an account
for time ¢ Embarrassing
in front of others

SEXUAL ABUSE
e Constant sexual
demands ¢ Forcing
unwanted sexual acts
* Making demeaning
sexual remarks

FINANCIAL ABUSE

* Controlling money
* Demanding an
account for all
expenditures
* Destruction of
property * Taking keys
or purse * Withholding
financial information

Children who live with
domestic violence often:

e Appear sad, fearful, depressed and/or anxious

e Are aggressively defiant or passively compliant

¢ Have limited tolerance for frustration and stress

¢ Become isolated and withdrawn

e Are at risk for drug and alcohol abuse, sexual
acting out, running away

e Have poor impulse control

¢ Feel powerless

¢ Have low self-esteem

e Assume parental roles
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WOMENSAFE, INC.
the
Green
House

Resources for Survivors of Domestic Violence

Artwork of a child resident

COPEline 1-888-285-5665
24-hour Support and Crisis Management
TTY Accessible 1-800-750-0750

12041 Ravenna Road
Chardon, Ohio 44024
Phone: (440) 286-7154
Fax: (440) 286-1037
www.womensafe.org



